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The part of Paley that keeps coming back to my mind about the characteristic of what teacher 

inquiry, according to Paley, was the use of the tape recorder with only one tape.  The reason why this 

sticks out to me is the fact that in order to use the tape recorder the next day, she had to listen to 

herself from the day before or else she might miss something in her research of what she wants to be 

able to do and that is get the students to learn through a process.   

The tape recorder covers multiple other things that was mentioned in the resources in this unit, 

for example she refers to “teachers are spinner of tales”  and in order to remember exactly what the 

tale was she was creating she could play it back to herself.  I teach 4 of the same classes so sometimes I 

forget what I tell each of the classes, so if I had the tape I could recall the information that I tell each 

class.  I would have to use 4 tapes so at the end of the night I could keep it straight.   

The next part to the recorder is keeping track of the classroom, which for Kindergarteners the 

more structure, the less the students are going to learn do to how active, mentally and physically, they 

are.  Paley thought the classroom should be set up by the children and the teacher acts the part of the 

“Greek chorus”.  Another way to think about it is allowing the students to dictate where the topic is 

going to go and give the students a chance to dramatize, act out, what they see their ideas as being.   If 

the teacher allows the students to dictate then they will decide what they want to discover which is 

what Jane Austen thought should happen.  The hard part for the teacher would have to change its role 

from year to year depending on the children and what they children find intriguing.   

In order to make this class even better, according to Gallas, Paley could have taken the tapes 

and listened to them with colleagues to collaborate on what they thought would help improve or 

increase learning in the classroom.  Paley and Gallas are not on opposite sides on all issues in education, 

in particular they both think that just talk is not enough, writing has to be the proof.  I interpreted this as 

with the collaboration between colleagues, but the more I think about it this could relate to the children 

writing down their thoughts, which is what the letter in The Girl with the Brown Crayon did for the 

children.  Along with Gallas about collaboration Cochran-Smith and Lytle talk about needing to rethink, 

resist, and reform the ways we think about teacher inquiry.  It is possible to do all of these things by 

yourself, but when you have other sets of eyes and thoughts of how to do all three of these R’s it will 

increase the outcome for the students. 

In the book The Girl with the Brown Crayon Paley brings up one critical point that all teachers 

should try to achieve with all students in the classroom.  This is my second year of teaching and I realize 

that it would be very difficult to get all students as engaged as Reeny in other subjects, especially in high 

school when the students are told what they have to take in order to finish school.   Paley was able to 

find an issue that one student is able to take ownership of.  Once Paley got one student to form an 

opinion about the topic others started to form theirs.  Paley was able to facilitate the growth of all 

opinions by allowing other students to share their thoughts, and then let the one person that is hooked 

share what she thinks.  The other piece to the facilitation was making all students take ownership to 

their opinion by creating the poster and writing the letter to the author.  The letter to the author made 

the class think critically about how to put their thoughts into words.    The letter also got students upset 
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because the author was sick and unable to respond to answer the questions, which made more 

questions evolve about the characters they were thinking about. 

I already mentioned one of my concerns with this process, but I have two other concerns and 

they are time and money.  In my high school chemistry class in order to go through the process Paley 

went through with this class I would have to supply a lot of supplies to allow them to build their own 

opinion, and also multiple class hours to let them start developing their ideas and I only get each 

student for one hour a day.   


